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Vermont State

Employees Association

As all of you know, we are currently facing a severe staffing crisis within the Department of Corrections. The ongoing issues
of mandatory overtime, constant 16-hour shifts, excessive standby, and additional hospital coverage for Probation and
Parole are causing severe damage to the health and wellbeing of state employees and their families. There currently is no
work-life balance in DOC, and as a result the department is losing staff at an alarming rate.

In response to these critical concerns, we are organizing a petition to urge Commissioner Deml to take immediate and
effective action to address these staffing challenges. The petition reads:

"Commissioner Deml, We, the undersigned frontline workers of the Department of Corrections, are writing to demand that
you take every action possible to address the ongoing staffing crisis in the Department of Corrections. There is too much
mandatory overtime, too many 16-hour shifts, too much standby and too much hospital coverage for Probation and Parole
over night and on weekends. We do not have a work-life balance, and our health--and the health and well-being of our
families—is being harmed. The current situation is resulting in the loss of valuable staff, and this employee suffering and
frustration cannot be allowed to continue. Status quo is no longer acceptable.”

Our plan is to present the petition to Commissioner Deml at our upcoming statewide Labor Management Committee. By
signing this petition you are helping to support your labor management team and their efforts to get management to
finally take this crisis seriously.
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